x                                  PREFACE
and encouragement made me continue it under conditions of
considerable difficulty. To my friend Dr. Edward Thomp-
son, of Oxford, I am indebted for a number of criticisms and
suggestions on the verse forms, of which I have tried to
take advantage. M.R.Ry. A. Govindacharya Svamin, of
Mysore, very kindly read through much of the work in
manuscript, and placed at my disposal some very interesting
MS. notes that are in his possession, on the Tiruviruttam.
My friend, M.R.Ry. S. Vasudevachariar, B.A., L.T., Bursar
of Wesley College, Madras, has most kindly read through
the proofs, and by his intimate knowledge of the subject has
saved me from a number of errors. I am also indebted to
the Superintendent of the Madras Museum, for his courteous
permission to reproduce the pictures which add so greatly
to the interest of the book.
Madras,                                           J. S. M. HOOPER.
April, 1929.